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Welcome
The Greek School of Ayia Triada Birmingham and the Greek School of Apostolos Andreas
Birmingham are proud to host the Second Greek Schools of the UK Conference Midlands
(GSUKC 2018) under the auspices of the Cypriot Ministry of Education and Culture, and
welcome you all warmly to Birmingham and to our Greek Cypriot Association
Community Centre. The GSUKC 2018 is an excellent opportunity for teachers who teach
the Greek Language across the UK to come together, to share ideas, experience and
teaching practices. The conference also promotes collaborative excellence between
professionals, teaching practitioners and Greek School leaders to bridge a knowledge
gap, promote confidence in your teaching and the evolution of pedagogy when teaching
Greek as a mother language, as a second or additional or as a foreign language.
Teaching and Learning in the Greek Community Schools incorporates not only diversity
in student population and various learning levels, but also teams of highly qualified
teachers dedicated and enthusiastic practitioners, willing to go the extra half mile with
their students, ready to lead to the discovery of new learning and of language, ready
to challenge, to encourage and to motivate children towards their learning. Most
importantly it involves ambition, strong pedagogical values in terms of planning,
teaching and learning, strong leaders and teachers who are open to new practices and
challenges and professionals who are ready to work under the most challenging and
most rewarding school communities.

Aim and Outcomes
The aim of this Conference is to discover the learning journey to a successful
implementation of key elements for motivating and highly engaging school
environment. Participants will be able to develop a greater understanding of the four
key areas of difference that need to be taken into account when working with children
in Greek Community Schools; the importance of understanding the individual child
their profile of strength and weaknesses; what constitutes an outstanding planning and
delivery of a student led lesson, the key areas to help children build positive relationships
with staff and their peers; concepts of managing people in Greek Community Schools
and in Creating Successful Classroom and School Communities between children,
teachers, parents and school leaders, as well as to be introduced to drama and the key
benefits of an early exposure to the language acquisition process.
process. Are we ready for it and its challenges?

ight forward
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Welcome Note from the Director of Primary Education, Ministry of Education and
Culture Cyprus
It is with great pleasure that we welcome the second Greek Schools Conference of Midlands,
which is hosted by the two Greek Orthodox Community Schools in Birmingham, the Greek
School of Agia Triada and the Greek School of Apostolos Andreas. I congratulate them both and
also the Cyprus Educational Mission in the UK for organising and encouraging such an
important event and for ensuring its success. I would like to highlight that the planning and
the organisation of such conferences encourages networking at a professional level, exchange of
experiences and values, professional knowledge and a sense of community among teachers,
school leaders, community leaders, the Cyprus Educational Mission and the Cyprus Ministry of
Education and Culture.
Now more than ever, we need to ensure the highest standards in Greek Orthodox Education of
the Diaspora, as
opportunities. An education that teaches children in a way that they enjoy learning and enables
them to strengthen their links with their cultural heritage, their history, customs as well as
traditions.
The Ministry of Education and Culture,

is well aware that those working in our Greek

learning experiences and make them exciting and motivating; experiences that they will cherish
and we seek higher levels of attainment and achievement, we know that it becomes a
significantly more challenging task for our teachers, school leaders and for the Educational
Mission in the UK to succeed in this. We are also aware that we have the best generation of
teachers, a far more profounder and more reflective understanding of what is important for a
successful learning process, more support from the wider Greek and Greek-Cypriot communities
as well as from the Ministry of Education and Culture. The Government of the Republic of
Cyprus has already declared its commitment to invest and will continue to do so for the Greek
Community Schools of the Diaspora.
For all these reasons, I would like once more to congratulate the Steering Committee of this
Conference and the two Greek Community Schools in Birmingham and their head teachers
Stella Tryfonos and Panagiota Magou-Sergi. Also, I would like to congratulate the school
inspector Mrs Maria Papalouca for the organisation and preparation of this conference aiming
to ensure that our teachers are well-informed and trained on educational matters and that
their practice is evidence based and strongly linked with recent research and to the highest of
standards.
The Department of Primary Education of the Cyprus Ministry of Education and Culture will
continue helping the schools providing teachers, books and other educational materials.
My best wishes for a successful Conference.

Christos Hadjiathanasiou
Director of Primary Education
Cyprus Ministry of Education and Culture
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Message of Mrs Maria Papalouca, Educational Counsellor of Cyprus High
Commission, School Inspector-Head of Cyprus Educational Mission

schools in Birmingham, Apostolos Andreas and Ayia Triada and their school committees
for hosting it.
The Greek Community Schools (GCSs) in the United Kingdom are very important for
the Greek communities in the UK, as they create the opportunities to keep the young
generation as future members of the Greek and Greek-Cypriot Communities in the UK.
They embrace all the children with Greek origin, either coming from Cyprus or Greece,
or that were born abroad. GCSs give to them the opportunity to learn the Greek
Language, Culture, History, Customs and Traditions.
The Cyprus Educational Mission (CEM), with this Conference, aims to give to the
teaching staff of GCSs materials and subjects for discussion, so that they can make the
educational levels and to enhance the expectations in the classrooms, by giving them
remember for life.
In this way the children will enjoy and love the school and at the same time will have
the skills to thrive in their lives, and to be happy in their country of residence. At the
same time they learn about the country of their parents or grandparents and are proud
of their origin.
The CEM is always available and happy to give advice and help to schools and teachers
when it is needed.
I would like to congratulate all the speakers at the Conference and especially Dr. Stella
Tryfonos and Mrs. Panayiota Magou-Serghi for their contribution in organizing the
Conference.
I wish every success for to

Maria Papalouca
Educational Counsellor of Cyprus High Commission
School Inspector - Head of Cyprus Educational Mission
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Message of his Eminence Archbishop Gregorios of Thyateira and Great Britain
on the occasion of the GSCUK 2018 in Birmingham
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you here today to the Greek Orthodox church
of the Holy Trinity and St. Luke the Evangelist in Birmingham and to this Conference,
organised by the Greek Schools of our local Communities on the premises of one of
them, whose title commemorates one of the principal teachings of our Holy Church
that of the Holy Trinity. The Church of which I am the spiritual leader in this country
places great emphasis on Education, and it is for this reason that we support the efforts
of our Communities and congregations as they work to promote the ideals of traditional
Hellenic Education and its eternal values.
Hellenic Education is inspired by the philosophers of antiquity and the great teachers
and Fathers of the early Christian centuries, who (galvanized by their Classical
education) produced an ethical and inspirational way of passing on education to young
people. Our Church honours as educators-in-chief the Three Great and Holy Hierarchs,
namely Ss. Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian and John Chrysostom, who have
left us treatises on the manner of instructing young people in a way which respects
their Hellenic heritage but which at the same time endorses their Christian upbringing
and the traditions of their forefathers. Commentators on their writings have noted their
Wholeheartedly congratulating you and wishing you every success in your
deliberations,
I remain,

With best wishes and blessings

Gregorios
Archbishop of Thyateira
and Great Britain
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Programme
Registration and Coffee

9:20

Welcome
Joint Chairs: Katerina Jordanou- John Stylianou
Opening Address: M. Papalouca (Educational Counsellor, Head of Cyprus Educational Mission (CEM), School Inspector)

9:55

Developing Learning Concepts in Younger Ages
Nursery and Reception: Learning Process, Curriculum, Differentiation
Maria Karagiorgi (Greek School of Leeds-CEM)

10:15

Assessing the Progress of Children in Early Years: Learning Journey Books
Learning Journey Books and Portfolios (Evidence based Practice)
Anastasia Tantarouda & Magda Koufomeriti (GEM)
(Greek School of Ayia Triada & Apostolos Andreas Greek School-CEM)

10:25

Drama in Education
Theatre and Education: some thoughts and discussion
Dr. Persephone Sextou (Reader in Applied Theatre, Newman University Birmingham)

10:45

First Stages in Literacy-Reading and Writing
Developing Literacy Skills in Younger Children (Year 1+)
Maria Spyridonos (Greek School of Bristol-CEM)

11:00

Break

11:20

Managing People in Greek Community Schools
Schools, Educators, Pupils
Prof. Alexandros Psichogios (Birmingham City University)

11:40

Attending a Greek Schoo
A challenge and a learning curve for Greek Schools teachers
Dr. Andria Andiliou (Greek School of Cardiff-CEM)

11:55

Building School Communities: Parents, Children, Teachers
Using technology for managing pupils behaviour: motivating, encouraging and engaging
Dr. Stella Tryfonos (Greek School of Ayia Triada-CEM)

12:10

Child Protection
Child Protection: What Shall we look for, What Are Our Responsibilities according to the
British Legislation on Safeguarding Children in Education
Androulla Vai Nicolaou (Child Sexual Exploitation co-ordinator at Avon and Somerset Constabulary)

12:30

Lunch

13:30

Older Children Preparing for GCSE: New Examinations Concept 2019+
Reading
Panagiota Magou-Serghi & Lina Domouxi (Greek School of Apostolos Andreas -CEM)

13:45

Listening
Marina Charalampidi (Greek School of Leicester-CEM)

14:00

Speaking & Writing
Panagiota Vasilaki (Greek School of Ayia Triada -CEM)

14:20

Dr. Marios Psaras (Greek Schools of London & Luton -CEM)

14:40

Afternoon Workshop-Discussion

14:40

Fun and Networking Workshop for Teachers to Close the Day
Resources and Creativity: Play and Learn across all ages
Coordination by E. Trattos, V. Kyriakou, A. Neophytou (Educational Advisors)

15:20

Close

Older Children

Good Practice

Younger Children

9:00

-New Syllabus Changes in effect from 2018 onwards
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Steering Committee Chair

Maria Papalouca

Maria PanteliPostgraduate Diploma, and a MA in Education. She has worked for many
years in Greek Community Schools (GCS) as a Teacher and Headteacher. In
2013, she attained the position of School Inspector of Primary Education at
the Ministry of Education and Culture of Cyprus. She is the Educational
Counsellor of the Cyprus High Commission in London and the Head of the
Cyprus Educational Mission (CEM) in the UK. She directs, coordinates,
supervises and supports the 72 GCS in the UK, allocates the teaching staff to
the schools and organises educational seminars and conferences for teachers.
She established the New Curriculum for GCS and coordinates the production
of educational material for the community schools.

Educational Counsellor of Cyprus
High Commission
School Inspector - Head of Cyprus
Educational Mission

Keynote Speakers

Professor Alexandros Psychogios
Professor of International Human
Resource Management at
Birmingham City Business School

Dr Persephone Sextou
Reader in Applied Theatre
Newman University Birmingham

Dr. Alexandros Psychogios is a Professor of International HRM in Birmingham City
Business School at Birmingham City University. He is also a Research Visitor in
South Eastern European Research Centre (SEERC) and Associate Researcher in the
Management School at the University of Liverpool. His specialisation and research
interests are on Organisational Behaviour, Leadership & Complexity, International
Human Resource Management, and Total Quality & Performance Management. Prof.
Psychogios has a wide-range experience of participating in various consultancy and
research projects. He also participated in many professional and executive training
courses offered in both private and public organisations. He has been invited in
many professional and academic conferences as an expert speaker on issues like
leadership, complexity, and performance management. Prof. Psychogios is the coauthor of the book: Neuroscience for leaders: A Brain Adaptive Leadership Approach,
published by Kogan Page in London
https://www.koganpage.com/product/neuroscience-for-leaders-9780749475512, and
translated in both Japanese and Chinese.

Persephone Sextou is a Reader in Applied Theatre and passionate
for research 'for' and 'with' the community. She holds a PhD in Drama and
Theatre Education form Goldsmiths, University of London. She has a 20
year academic teaching experience and a record of research publications
and monographs in English and Greek. She acts as a member of Editorial
Boards for peer-reviewed Journals, and she is a member of professional
associations. She has led innovative theatre projects for children in schools
and hospitals in partnership with LEAs, schools and NHS hospitals in the
UK, Greece and Gambia (W. Africa). Her bedside theatre projects for
children in hospitals won the West Midlands Arts, Health and Wellbeing
high recognition (2013). Persephone has secured a BBC Children in Need
grant to further develop her research about the impact of intimate theatre
performance on children's hospital experience in the UK (2016-2019).
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Stella Tryfonos is the head teacher of the Greek School of Ayia Triada Birmingham and
member of the Cyprus Educational Mission in the UK. Holds a PhD in Education from
Birmingham University and she has worked as a Post-Doc Research Fellow LIE (2012,
2015). She specialises in Behaviour Emotional and Social Difficulties and she has worked
in MLD schools as intervention teacher for children with complex learning difficulties and
children at primary school age diagnosed with rare syndromes and BESD (Dudley
Metropolitan Borough Council (2011-2015). She has published a book on Good Practice
when working with children with BESD-in Cypriot Action Zone Schools (Cambridge
Scholars Publ.)
(Cambridge
Scholars Publ.) discussing the life challenges of children with rare neurodevelopmental
disorders on the first years of their life from diagnosis to the time they enter school
system and early years specialist support system

Dr Stella Tryfonos
Head Teacher, Greek School
Ayia Triada Birmingham
Panagiota Magou-Serghi is the Head teacher of the Greek School of Apostolos Andreas
and member of the Cyprus Educational Mission in the UK since 2013. She holds a
University of Crete. She also holds a MSc in Educational Management. She has been
working as a teacher for the past ten years and she has worked in various educational
settings, mainstream, public and private both in Greece, Cyprus and the UK. She has
attended several training courses on education both in Cyprus and in Greece as well
as in the UK.

Panagiota Magou-Serghi
Head Teacher, Greek School of
Apostolos Andreas Birmingham
Maria Andreou-Antoniou currently works as a student counsellor at Stafford College where she
had also taught Greek Language and Counselling for ten years. She holds a BA in Psychology
and in Spanish, a Diploma in Teaching in the Lifelong Learning Sector as well as a MSc in
Counselling Psychology. Maria is also a qualified Internal Verifier. She has extensive experience
and knowledge in her area through continuous personal development, training as well as
attending several conferences and seminars over the years. In September 2017 Greek school
Ayia Marina in Stoke On Trent joined Ayia Triada as their sixth branch and Maria has been
the coordinator of the school while she has also joined the Educational Board of the
Management of the School.

Maria Andreou-Antoniou
Greek School Ayia Triada
Birmingham

Christina Armoni is a KS2 Teacher in the Greek School of Apostolos Andreas, Birmingham, a
private tutor of (Modern) Greek Language and a KS3/4 Supply Teacher in English Schools in
Birmingham. She has completed a History MA degree in Medieval and Byzantine Studies at
the University of Birmingham and a BA degree in Greek Philology, the pathway of Medieval,
Byzantine and Greek Literature Studies at the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens.
She has also completed a course in Key Stage Teaching Level 2 (ABC Awards Organisation)
and she has been awarded certificates in Safeguarding and Protection of Children in Education.

Christina Armoni
Greek School of Apostolos
Andreas Birmingham
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Maria Karageorgi
Head Teacher
Greek School of Leeds

Maria Karageorgi is a University of Cyprus graduate. She holds a BA in Education from the
Department of Education of the University of Cyprus and MSc in Education, Technologies
and Society of the University of Bristol, UK. She works as a member of the Cyprus
Educational Mission in the UK and she has worked in several Greek Community Schools
(within and outside London). She has worked as a headteacher in three schools (Eastbourne,
2006-2010, Manchester 2013-2014 and Leeds 2014 to present). Mrs Karageorgi was one of
the leading members of Early Years Curriculum team, which put together the EYFS
curriculum for the Greek Schools, and which was then piloted and is now approved by the
Ministry of Education and Culture of Cyprus and of Greece. Her most important interest
remains the use of new technologies and their induction in the Greek Language Education
here in the UK.

Marina Charalampidi is a member of the Cyprus Educational Mission in the UK. She
obtai
Technology from the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece. She continues
her studies at a doctoral level at the University of Warwick in the field of educational social
media. She has been working as a teacher for 12 years, in Greece, Cyprus, and the UK. She
moved to the UK in 2012 when she started working in Greek/Cypriot community schools in
London and in Leicester. For the last three years she has been working in Leicester only.
Her work at the community schools has led her to explore on a research level the area of
heritage language teaching and learning. She has carried out various educational projects
with her students, which have gained grants and awards by British organisations. These
were also presented in several scientific conferences on language learning.

Andri Vai-Nicolaou

Marina Charalampidi
Head Teacher
Greek School of Leicester

Andri Vai Nicolaou started her career in Cyprus as a sergeant in the Cypriot
Armed Forces from 1991 to 2000. Since March 2004 she works in the Avon
and Somerset Constabulary and her role is Child Sexual Exploitation Prevent
Officer and Coordinator. Her main duties include attending Multi-Agencies
Child Protection Meetings, sharing information and her professional views
regarding safeguarding and protection of children as required. Also, she is
responsible of raising awareness to professionals and the public in relation to
Child Sexual and Criminal Exploitation, Trafficking and missing children

Child Sexual Exploitation
co-ordinator at Avon and
Somerset Constabulary
Andria Andiliou is from Cyprus and she is the appointed head teacher by the Cyprus
Educational Mission at the Greek Language School of Wales. Andria has a PhD in Educational
Psychology and a BA in Primary Education. She has worked in an elementary school in
Cyprus and has also trained pre-service teachers in the United States and postgraduate
students in the UK in foundational teaching methods. Andria Andiliou works for the 3rd year
at the Greek School of Wales and teaches across levels from Grade A to GCSE. She has a
special interest in how children acquire literacy skills in a second language as well as how
they become fluent readers and effective writers in a second/foreign language.
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Andri Andiliou
Head Teacher
Greek School of Wales
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Panagiota Vasilaki is KS2 teacher in the Greek School of Ayia Triada Birmingham.
Previously, she studied Greek Philology in the National and Kapodistrian University of
Athens, attending the academic direction of Byzantine and Modern Greek Philology.
She graduated in 2014 with First-class honours. After that, she has been awarded with
Leventis Research Scholarship to undertake a Master of Research in Modern Greek
Studies, with her research focusing on Cretan Renaissance Literature. While pursuing
her postgraduate degree, she also worked in various library projects around Europe.
Panagiota Vasilaki
Teacher Greek School of Ayia
Triada Birmingham
Anastasia Tantarouda Papaspyrou holds a BA in Classics and Modern Greek Literature from
the University of Athens and a Masters by Research in Modern Greek Studies from the
University of Birmingham. She has attended during her studies various conferences both in
the UK and the USA where she had the opportunity to present her research experience and
outcomes. She currently teaches Modern Greek as a second Language to the Greek School of
Ayia Triada in Birmingham. She is an Early Years teacher and in the GSAT along and leads
a team of 3 members of staff in the Early Years Groups due to the number of children,diversity
of the groups and the complex needs of some children.

Anastasia Tantarouda
Papaspyrou
Teacher Greek School of
Ayia Triada Birmingham

Magda Koufomeriti was born in Greece and she lived for up until recently in Chalkida. She

graduated from the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens and she holds a Bachelor
degree in Primary Education. She has worked for Primary Education in various schools in
Greece for 15 years. She then moved to the UK with her family in 2015. She holds also a
British Qualified Teachers Status (QTS) and she has worked as a volunteer at Ipsley CE RSA
Academy. From 2016 she works as a teacher, member of the Greek Educational Mission in the
UK, at Greek School of Ayia Triada Birmingham and at Greek School of Apostolos Andreas
Birmingham.
Magda Koufomeriti
Teacher, Member of the
Greek Educational Mission
in the UK
Pashalina Domouxi is from Serres. She is a University of Crete Graduate from the
Department of Philosophy. She has moved to the UK and she has completed her
postgraduate studies at the University of Birmingham at the Centre for Byzantine,
Ottoman and Greek Studies with specialty in Modern Greek Literature. For the past ten
years Pashalina is teaching Modern and Ancient Greek as well as Greek Literature and
Culture at the Brasshouse Languages (Birmingham Adult Education) and at the Greek
School of Apostolos Andreas Birmingham as a teacher

Pashalina Domouxi
Teacher, Greek School of
Apostolos Andreas
Birmingham

Maria Spyridonos is a qualified primary education teacher since 2000. She is a member of
Cyprus Educational Mission. During the eighteen years of her teaching career she has worked
in mainstream primary schools in Cyprus and in the UK and in Greece. She has worked as
the headteacher of the Greek School of Mansfield between 2003-2006. Since September 2016
she is the Headteacher of the Greek School of Bristol and at the same time she is teaching
Greek as a second or additional language to children and adults.
Maria Spyridonos
Teacher, Greek School
of Bristol
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Dr. Marios Psaras is a member of the Cyprus Educational Mission in the UK. He studied
Education and Philosophy at the University of Cyprus and holds a Masters and a PhD from the
Department of Film Studies at Queen Mary University of London (2015). He has taught Film
on contemporary Greek and European cinema. Dr Psaras is currently the Artistic Director of the
Cyprus Short Film Day London, a member of the editorial board of FILMICON: Journal of Greek
Film Studies and a member of the pre-selection committee for the national section of the
International Short Film Festival of Cyprus. He is also a film and theatre director and has
previously worked for the radio and television. His short films have been screened at
international film festivals. His current research interests include film theory and ethics on global
queer cinema.

Dr Marios Psaras

Teacher, Cyprus Educational
Mission in the UK

is a teacher of English. She holds a BA Honours Degree in English Language
and Literature from The University of Central England and a Post-Graduate Certificate in
Education in English and Drama from Warwick University. She has been working as a
teacher of English, Drama and EPQ for 17 and a half years at Bishop Walsh Catholic School
in Sutton Coldfield. She mainly teaches GCSE and A Level English Language and Literature.
Within the same school, she had a pastoral role, where she held the position of Head of Year
for Years 8, 9 and 10. She has been a member of the Ayias Triadas Management School
Board since 2012 and is part of the Education Advisory Team. She has long experience in
Teacher training.
Vasoula Kyriakou

Vasoula Kyriakou

Teacher, Educational Advisory
Team

Eugenia Trattos
Teacher, Educational Advisory
Team

Eugenia Trattos studied at the University of Central England and gained a BA Honours degree
in Primary education with QTS. She has been teaching in primary education for 22 years
and has worked in a large range of schools throughout Birmingham and has worked with all
age ranges within a primary educational setting, from reception to Year 6. Eugenia has been
involved with many projects, including a multi-cultural educational conference in Rome and
foreign-exchange student schemes. She has been a member of the Ayias Triadas Management
School Board for the past 20 years and is part of the Education Advisory Team. Mrs Trattos
has long experience in teacher training and CPD.

Angeliggi Elia studied at The University of Birmingham and gained a BA Honours Degree in
Childhood, Culture and Education. Angeliggi has been working in Secondary education for 8
years including a challenging inner-city secondary school with a high proportion of pupils
with Special Educational Needs, Social, Emotional and Behavioural Needs and pupils who
speak English as an additional language. Currently, Angeliggi is an Academic Coach at
Plantsbrook School in Sutton Coldfield whereby her role is to bridge the gap in progress for
students through intervention. These students vary from Special Needs, Low ability, to Gifted
and Talented pupils.

Thank you All for your Contribution to GSUKC 2018

Angeliggi Elia
Teacher, Plantsbrook School
Sutton
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Birmingham
Panagiota Magou-Serghi
Birmingham is the largest and one of the most
popular British cities outside London, with an
estimated population of 1,101,360 (2014). A
medium-sized market town dating in the medieval
period, Birmingham grew to international
prominence in the 18th century at the heart of
the Midlands
Enlightenment and
subsequent Industrial Revolution, which saw the
town at the forefront of worldwide advances in
science, technology, and economic development,
producing a series of innovations that laid many of
the foundations of modern industrial society. By
1791 it was being hailed as "the first manufacturing
town in the world".

Cadbury World

Cadbury World was opened on 14 August 1990 by Morgan
Anderson on Cadbury's Bournville manufacturing site,
and has expanded and developed its content through
'continuous improvement'. Cadbury World has gone on to
become one of Birmingham's largest leisure attractions welcoming over 500,000 visitors each year, and
delivering a respected education programme. Whilst not
a factory tour, Cadbury World offers its visitors the
opportunity to explore and discover chocolate's history,
and to learn about the origins and story of the Cadbury
business, which is part of Mondelez, the world's second
largest confectionery manufacturer.

Today the city is a major international
commercial centre and an important
transport, retail, events and conference hub.
Its metropolitan
economy is
the second
largest in the United Kingdom, and its six
universities make it the largest centre
of higher education in the country outside
London. Birmingham's
major
cultural
institutions
including
the City
of
Birmingham
Symphony
Orchestra,
the Birmingham
Royal
Ballet,
the Birmingham
Repertory
Theatre,
the Library of Birmingham and the Barber
Institute of Fine Arts enjoy international
reputations, and the city has vibrant and
influential
grassroots art, music, literary and culinary s
cenes. Birmingham is the fourth-most visited
city in the UK by foreign visitors.
Close to the city centre of Birmingham and
very closed to the well know Jewellery
Quarter, is situated the Greek School of
Apostolos Andreas which was founded in 1958
and is housed with the Greek Orthodox
Cathedral of the Dormition of the Mother of
God and St Andrews. Most of the children
attending the school are children of 3rd and 4th
generation children and in most of the cases
their parents and grandparents attended the
school.
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The Midlands Greek Cypriot Association (The GSUKC 2018 Conference Venue)
Fotoula Lytras (Functions Manager)
The Midlands Greek Cypriot Association
(Elliniki Kypriaki Estia) all started back in
1984; supported by grant aid by the West
Midlands county council The Greek Cypriot
Community brought the building the
Magnet Centre as it was known then.
The aim was to provide a base were religion,
history, traditions and a family values were
available to the community as a whole.
The Centre is a hub for various endeavours,
re is
Greek TV available; gentleman can play
cards and Tavli games while drinking their
Greek coffee. The Centre also has a snooker
room, a library and a restaurant which has
recently been refurbished and is opened
three times a week and is also available for
hire for private parties. The Centre also has
a coffee shop which sells Greek produce.
On the top floor of the Building there is a
Banqueting hall which is also available to
hire by the general public, for Weddings,
Christenings, Birthdays and Conferences etc.
the capacity of the hall is up to 300 people.
Traditions, Religion, History and always
look to the future to build stronger ties with
the community as a whole.

The Centre houses two Schools, the first is the
Greek school (Ayia Triada) which runs on
Mondays, Wednesday evenings and on
Saturdays. The school has 300 pupils on roll.
The second school is an English Independent
school (Flexible Learning) which is for children
who experience difficulties in mainstream
schools.
The centre is a hub of activities, the Main one
being the May Day Festival (Baniyiri) and
which we have over a thousand people
attending it. There is always an amazing
atmosphere with Souvlakia, loukoumades and
various Greek foods on offer as well as Greek
dancing, music and a fair for the children.
There are four committees here at the Estia all
independent in their own right, nevertheless
working together under one umbrella. These
committees are;
The Executive Committee of the Estia, the
Church
Committee,
the
Philanthropic
Committee and the School Managemnent
Board.
The Estia will always continue to promote our
Traditions, Religion, History and always look
to the future to build stronger ties with the
community as a whole.
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Conference Highlights
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Sponsors, Supporters and Volunteers
The Management Boards of the Greek School of Ayia Triada Birmingham, and the Greek School
of Apostolos Andreas Birmingham, are deeply grateful for the financial support of our corporate
sponsors and for our devoted volunteers whose help was invaluable for this conference. The
preparation for this Conference was a learning curve for us and a landmark for our practice
but none of this would be possible without the volunteering contribution we had as well as the
financial and the professional advice we had from both our Schools Management Boards and
Educational Advisory Teams. The GSCUK 2018 has been a tremendous success because of all
the help of all the people and companies and our volunteers. Most importantly, a lot of the
success lies in the help and collaborative work between all of our teaching and support staff.
We had a fantastic time learning and networking with colleagues, educational stakeholders and
leading people from our Greek Community who are involved in the promotion of the Greek
Language and Culture and the running of the schools:
Here follows the list of all the Financial or Other specialized support:

Main Financial Sponsor:

Mr Christophoros Papachristophorou (Mr Stathakis),
Greek Orthodox Cathedral of St Andrews Birmingham

Other Financial Sponsors, Supporters, Advisors and Volunteers:

Greek Sweets: Giota Halkidou
(in West Midlands 07975768533)

Information Technology Services
Evangelos Selianitis

Elias Koumi, Partner/Business Manager Hydrop ECS
Wilton

Patisseries

London

The Head of Cyprus Educational Mission in the UK
Maria Panteli-Papalouca
The Headteachers of the two Schools Ayia Triada and Apostolos Andreas Bham:
Stella Tryfonos, Panagiota Magou-Serghi
The Chairs of the two Management Boards: Katerina Jordanou and John Stylianou
All the Members of Management Boards of the Greek School of Ayia Triada and the
Greek School of Apostolos Andreas
Our Schools Teaching & Support Staff: Panagiota Vasilaki, Elena Bitsiani, Anastasia

Tantarouda Papaspyrou, Ioanna Tsourma, Ntinos Bompotis, Stefanos Vasileiou, Eleftheria
Trygousi, Anthi Panagiotou, Eirini Lepintzi, Christina Armoni, Pashalina Domouxi, Zoi
Tsokanou, Evangelos Fafoutis, Magda Koufomeriti, Chrysoula Pagkakou, Nikos Melissourgos, Elli
Evangelidou

Restaurant Staff and Owner: Mr George Esehos
Site Manager Greek Cypriot Association: Fotoula Lytra
IT Support and Online Support: Vasilis Serghi and Evangelos Selianitis
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Coming to the Conference:
 From Birmingham Newstreet- take the
train to Gravely hill Station
 From Gravely Hill Train Station 10 mins
walk to the Greek Cypriot AssociationGreek School-Conference Venue
 Erdington City Centre Station, 10 minutes
by taxi
 Grand Central Station 35 minutes drive
depending on traffic, or 15 mnutes by train
Free Parking Spaces Available onsite
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